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Biloxi 
baker’s 
kindness 
recalled 


nest Balius, supplied baked 


FE mest’s Bakery, owned by Er- 
a goods to homes, grocery stores 


and shrimp and oyster boats. The 
first delivery started at 1:30 a.m. 
The bread was deposited through 
trap doors in the grocery stores, and 
at noon, a second delivery replaced 
the left over bread with fresh. 

To say that Ernest’s Bakery, lo- 
cated at 501 Maple Street in Biloxi, 
was a family owned and operated 
business would be an understate- 
ment. Balius’ wife, Opal, and their 
seven children all had a hand in the 
bakery. But his children came first. 
Often he told them, “Eat all you 
want, and then I will make a profit.” 

Balius dressed his five sons in lit- 
tle white pants, shirts, aprons and 
caps and with the youngest boy 
standing on a box, taught them how 
to make bread. The products they 
made at that time were never sold to 
the public, it was only a learning ex- 
perience. Balius wanted his sons to 
always have an occupation on which 
to fall back. 

Three kinds of bread were deliv- 
ered to the boats: hardtack, which 


Ernest Balius was well known for his kindness as well as hi 
‘stands by one of his delivery trucks. 


the boatmen soaked in their coffee, 
and French and Italian breads with 
thick, hard crusts and soft centers. 
The bread, which was put up in cloth 
sacks and stored on the boats in bar- 
rels, stayed fresh up to a month. 


Today, Balius is remembered not 
only for his beautifully decorated 


wedding cakes and fabulous dough- 
nuts, but for his kindness and com- 
passion as well. His eldest daughter, 
Francis Cody, remembers that he 
had a list of the widows who lived 
along his delivery routes. He in- 
structed his drivers to leave fresh 
bread on their doorstep every day 
and a pie or cake on the weekend. 
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is baking. In this early 1930s snapshot, Ernest, right, 


Do you have a local photograph to sub- 
mit to Coast Flashback? It can be of any 
subject or event in the Coast's distant or 
recent past. Please send a description 
with your name, address and daytime 
phone to Murelia H. Powell, Biloxi Public 
Library, 139 Lameuse, Biloxi MS 39530; 
or call her at 374-0330. Photos willbe ~ 
returned. 
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Page Tools 


Save record to someone in my 
tree 

Save record to my shoebox 
Add Alternate Information 
Report Issue 

View printer-friendly 


: Share this record 


Facebook 


Email 


Comments 


There are no comments for this 
record 


Make a Connection 


Find others who are researching 
. your ancestors in Public Member 
» Trees: 


Find others researching Joseph 
. Batlius 


Contact Us | Ancestry.com Blog | Affiliates | Gift Memberships | Careers 
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http://search.ancestry .com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1930usfedcen&indiv=try &h=36695242 
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Name: Joseph Balius 
Gender: Male 
Birth Year: abt 1872 
Birthplace: Mississippi 
Race: White . 
Home in 1930: Biloxi, Harrison, Mississippi we Yew orignal smage 


View Map 


Marital Status: Single 
Learn more with our 
Relation to Head of Boarder new image viewer 
House: 
Father's Birthplace: France 
Mother's Birthplace: Mississippi 
Occupation: jy View blank form 
Education: 


Military service: 
Rent/home value: 
Age at first marriage: 
Parents’ birthplace: 


eens D 


>View image 
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Neighbors: View others on page 
Household Members: Name Age 
Leamer Benson 39 
Frank B Benson 16 
julia A Benson 13 
Vida C Benson 11 
Frances B Benson 8 
Lawrence R Benson 3 
[3 
2/12] 
Joseph Balius 58 K 


Save This Record 


Attach this record to a person in your tree as a source record, or save for later 


evaluation. 


Source Citation: Year: 1930; Census Place: Biloxi, Herrison, 
Mississippi, Roll: 1146; Page: 2A; Enumeration District: 4; Image: 407.0; FHL 


microfilm: 2340881. 


Source Information: 

Ancestry.com. 1930 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, 
USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2002. 

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Fifteenth Census of 
the United States, 1930. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 1930. T626, 2,667 rolls. 


Description: 

The 1930 Census contains records for approximately 123 million Americans. The 
census gives us a glimpse into the lives of Americans in 1930, and contains 
information about a household’s family members and occupants including: 
birthplaces, occupations, immigration, citizenship, and military service, The names 
of those listed in the census are linked to actual images of the 1930 Census. Learn 
more... 
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Get Help 


DNA + Collaborate » . Learning Center ~ —§ Publish Shop Hire An Expert 


Provided in 
Association with 


Suggested Records 


These records may also 
be relevant to Joseph 
Balius: 


Joseph C Bailus 
1900 United States 
Federal Census 


Joseph Edward Balius 
WWI Civilian Draft 
Registrations 


Joseph Balius 
1910 United States 
Federai Census 


Joseph Edward Balius 
U.S., World War I Draft 
Registration Cards, 1917~ 
1918 


Rudolph Baylius 
1920 United States 
Federal Census 
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